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YMAGINATI ON”
CUTS PAGES
7O 128 |

BY WILLIAM L, H.1ING

venston, I11,, 2 Febs, (CilS) = Effeg~

tive with the April 1954 issue (amt
IMAGINATION |

he first week of IHarch),
will be 128 pages, This cut from 160
»ages has been necessary to oiffset sal-
es slump and rising production costs,
During the past year and & half costs
hove risen 156 on an overall basis.This
was 0K as long &s sales reutined high,
but the extended sluap of 1953 brought
profit margins dowm sharply so0 economy
steps of some naturc had to be taken.
Rather than drop iadze's moathly publi-
cation schedule to bi-nonthly, we de~
cicded it would be betier to ¢ u t the
D0.008 6 ‘
Departments will rcaoin the same;
iladge's letter colwm, and in particu=-
lor, FANDORA'S BOX, hewve Hicvean papular
vith most readers, so the »age cut will
be confined to story 170rdazce This
z0ans & reduction of about 10,000 words
Der monthe o will contimie our short
novel feature story ecach issue, an d
balance the issue out with short leng-
s instead of including an additional
novelettes Other devartiicnts and care
toons will be continued £ls0,
Looking at the newsstunds we note
tlat only a few mmgazines remain at 160
vogese, The trend secims to be 128 pajges;
tiiis means that for the Tuture we be-
lieve the 128 page booiz will become st=-
{concluded on page 4, colwm 1)

ORLD'S OLDILGSBT

SCIENCE~FICTION

i

OUBLISHING
28211

. SCITICE FARTASY TO GO BI-~IQUTNILY

London, Ikng., 20 Jan., (CNS) = After on
eigiitminonth period of suspended -produc
tion, liova Publications appeai to hove
pulled out of their printing troublcs
and will publish Science Fantasy 7 oa
January 29th, Editor John (Wed) Car=
nell states that as from april’or Iy
this magazine will go bi-monthly, Y h e
magazine had been published belore sus-
pension as a quarterly.

A derfinite date has not becn set
for publication o f New Jorlds %2 or
the sscond Nova Novel - "BULLARD O Til:
32ACE PATROL", but both o £ thesoe are
printed and bound and will probably be
releasecd the first week in Februziy,

Unlike m a n y American ma/nzines
which apvear to be faced with a Falling
ouying market, the Nova mags have been
miscing a8 rising British demand £ 0 r
more science fiction. This has been
caused soley through Nova's last printm
er wvho was unable to keep any sort ol
schedule at all, ana the Company dccid~
ed to temporarily suspend thcir mnaga-
zines until a more suitable printer

“could be found.

The first production by tho ncw
printer will be #7 Science Fgutazy, but
Kew Jorlds 322 and "BULLARD" ol to be
cleared from t h e o0ld orinter belore
production could go ahead with the new
one on both these series.

{concluded on page 4, colum 1}
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rare 2

reihvany-~-Ti10s,

/955 /n Science Fiction
by Thomas S, Gordner

(IN THREE PiRTS - PART TVO)

TOrE: Due to lack of snace we are forc~
¢’ to publish this article in & parts ,
instead of 2 as orizinally »lanned.-—eds

- mm m Ee m m e e= ms m ee

Q G JORLDS (7 issues)e Otuer Morlds
ook a slump in quality this year,which
it shouldn't have. IHowever 2 few very
000G stories were publicshed, towit iiae
Conge2l's "The Game Of “hite", and the
e-mearance o £ good hwaor starting, &
series, I hope, by dnder.on and, Dicke-
son, "In Hoka Signo Vinces". 4 word a=-
bout Bgrne's "Power :lctnliy This shoui_;ﬂ
nave been a top novel ~- if Byrne could
write a climaxl “e cannot and has faike
od in his past work 't 0 a ) ropiately
wrork in slimaxes, Some food writing in
"2ower ‘lstal™, ~ Othewr Jorlds has been
transiormed into:-

CILNCE STORILS (2 issues)

same qualitys Wi t h Tourneau's
"7light To Utopia", and Zloodstone's
"Potential Zero" being the best stories
in my opinion,

with the

AASING STORIES, Julh size (3 issued)
/~Hothing o f intercste srchette's
"Outlaw In The Sky" 1is . a disgrace, &S
it appears t o have heon written as &
“‘cstern laid in Texas, thep reworked &s
a shace—opera with rifles, ray guns,
Terzas and llars being mired ‘u p due to
Door conversion of place nanes,,.Storm's
"'rontiers Beyond The Sun" is th e
Straightest and, 1 n ‘some ways, very
clever piece o f politiccl propaganda
that I have seen todate, written imn
such a way that the avcrage reader will
fail to grasp, and 1 an wondering 1 £
tlie editors did too}

,4IIAZING STORILS, digest size(5 issues
a1though the last is dated Dee and Jan)
e digestsize dmazbng has rapidly im-
orevea from t h e lowest grade tripe,
Lait & Hortimer's 'Milars Confidential",

to a reasonably good magzziae, I[ost of
the stories are average or better and I
would like to call attention to IicGive
ern's "1 Love Lucifer" as a diflfcrat
child story.

ANTASTIC ADEENTURES (3 issues)s I 0
[~ improvement over 1952, The bost is
probably Archette's "Gods Under Glass',
/[,‘ANTASTIC (6 issues)s I still do not
understand why Fantastic has not ine
proved more than it has. I t has been
inferior to Fantasy Fiction, although
a superior job of physical worliwensiip
has been put on ite llost of the staor-
ies are average,a few above, but I por-
sondlly think the editors can do bet~
tery Outstanding are Asimov's "Sally",
Bestur's "The Roller Coaster®, Shoclk=
ley's "Phe Altar', Robin's "4 Great Doy
Por Tae Amorous", and several other can
be ¥esd with interests Angd, I could
not lésve out Bloch's '"Let's Do It For
Love®y There is no reason why Fountast=-
ic should not be an outstanding inga~
zine, I hope it becomes one.
SPACI’- SCILICE rICTION (5 issues )eThis
mag was better than average,anc is very
good evidence that quality alone is in~
sufiisent for success. 'Hopc to Seo-the
last part of Anderson's "Escape's
CIENCE FICTION ADVLNTURES (6 iscuos)
"his mag is also better than avercge
and most of the stuff aporoaches Gelisy
— same for Space SF. HMorrison's *'Long.
Life To You", ilbert",has a macabre hus
nor seldom found in this type of storye
Chandler's "Farewell To The Lotos" is a
good example of imagination anplicd %o
a sociological problem, ilost o £ the
stories in Spacs and SFA can Do reco-
mended,

L—mmxsy-magzxm (Fantasy Iictiqu
¢ liggazine) (4 issues). This is the

closest aporoach to the better stovies
in Jeird and Unknown to appear todito.
Recomnended, This may het survive bo-
cause, in 1y opinion, our cultitwo has
passed this stage in its storics,

VA7 SCILNCE PFICTION AND XALSEY

RI.DEZR (2 issues). Good ‘storics
with 2 soecial mention t o Clailools

(continued on page 5y colum 1)
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JOHN CAMPBELL, GERNSBACK, MINES
ASIMOV, DE CAMP &LEY  TO LECTURE

AT CITY COLL EGE SF COURSE

S&If MOSKOVITZ -& ROB:T FRASILR
ARE INSTRUGTORS OF THIG3 COURSE.

lew York, N.Y., 25 January, (CES) ~ Sam
.loskowitz, managing ¢citor of Science~-
“iction Plus and Robert Frasier, author
ol bhooks and numerous axrticlcs on sci-
ence for_ mnational megnzines, are in-
structors of one of tho Tirst coursesm
science-fiction writinge “heir second
12 week course bezgins On Thursday liarch
11th, 1954 a‘t Theé HiZh Scliool of Com~
llerce in New York Citye The course is'
nrsented by The City Collcsc School of
General Studies i n Collobration with
the Wew York Public Librory,

The course will ccver all phases®
of science~fiction and fantasy writing,’
Includipg plotting,
selling etc. '

John Cémpbell, J» o £
Ifugo Gernsbacx, fathér of s~f in maguw
zine form; Sam ‘lines, cdlitor of Start~
lingy Stories etc; and authors: Issac
Asimov, L. Snrague de Coixge Lester del
Rey, Willy Ley and othors will be guest
lecturors during the courceos :

The course will cost J21 for'™ the
gomnlete terms e :

"FUTURE" TO GO
BI-MONTHLY ACAIN

rl .

»

Ll

liew Yoriz, N.Y., 8, February, (CNS) = It
was announced today t h a t after its
fTirst digest-size issuc, dated June,
Juture will return to bi~conthly publi-
cation. Thus, only onc issue, the next
Jwie 1954 issue, W i 1 1 be published
qerverlys The . curreat issue, now on

the stands, is dated iiarch 1054, o’

As this issue o:f Fontasy-Times
socs to press, 3gignec liction Juarter-
L7 still remains pulp size, 25¢ & quar~
terly, ' .

phvaining ideas,

Astounding;

vortex

temporarily
suspended

New York, N.¥., &, February, (ClS) .~ g
were informed today that for the time
being Vortex Science Figtion has sus~
pended publications The second iscue,
now on the stands, will be the last Jor
the present,

Their new magazine Science Fictign
Digest, which was suppose to be en the
newsstands the last week in January,has
been slightly delayed,out should be out
by tiie time you read this, It is a 55¢
digest~sized, bi-monthly magazine o ¢
reprintse The cover of the first issue
is a neat job by Hertin, and fcaiures
stories and articles by Ackermen, illiy
Ley, Nevilie, van Vogt, Wollhecin, 5.
Fowler ‘/right and others,

Gernsback ?,U_[ns'
Luxembourg Award

ew YOI’kE’ NQYQ’ 26, J&mary, (C].TS) o=
Hugo Gernsback, editor and publisher of
RADIO~LLLCTRONICS Mcgazine and 3CI1IEHC -
FICTIOGY PLUS, was appointed "Officcr of
the Oaizen Crown'" by Her Royal IHigimess,
Grend Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg,
on the occasion of her birthday on Jonw~
uary 23rd. The presentation o the ¢i-
tation and a2 jeweled medal was redo by
B. W, Zirmer, Honorary  Consul General
of Luxembourg at & ceremony in ifow Tork
Ji‘ty.

" 'The award was made to Mr. Gornsdack
for his meritorious service to 3cicico,
ilry, Gornsback was born in BuXemburije
BARSOGIIAN, articles and information on
Burroughs and his famous charactm*s.lsl-
sue 7 now out, 26¢, Jemes V., Tavrasi,
137~05 32nd Avenue, Flusliing 54, laZe
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"II«IAGINATIQ[T" CUTS PAGES .

(concluded from p2ge 1, colum a1

andardized,
planted t h e 25¢ price several years
agoe While it is true that page re-
duction right now is brought about by
decreases i n sales, the overall cost
victure indicates t h e move would be
nede anyway at. some futwre ddtes Ve do
not anticipate reduction i n , current
sales level as result of page cut; we
beleive readers purchsie a magazine for
its contents, and Ildge's wusual high
entertalnment level. i n the stf field
will be malntamed..____

BOVA PUBLISHING uQ.II

(concluded from naje 1, colurm 2}

-

Nova also aunouncos a serjes  of
book plates by artist. Gerard Quinn,
which will b.-e¢ &available to dmerican
readers as well as Dritisly, and plan a
further series of illustrations as soon
ag the first stocks lhiave becn exhusted.
Line-up for Sé&icuge __w #7 &
Cover by Quimn f r ¢ m Sraancis Rayer's
lead novelette "Seek licrthmen o Liore",
Second featurc story is ,I..Ig;lntosh's
“Beggers 4ll', which rcaders. may re=
member was- in the

backs Short .storivs aro: "Detective
Story" by John Burke, "Stranger From
Space" by Canadian feuxie Gene Leecs,

"Unfortunate Purchase! hy. Ee Ci Tudbb,
"Death Sentence" by  Jomm Christox,)hen,
and "Trojan Vay' by frencis’ Riclqardson,
plus a guest editorial by John Wyngham,
1llos by Quinn, Hutchings, Clothie,r and
Hunter, “

Line-up for U z oxlds 221 cover
by @uinn.from "This Precious Stone" by

He  Ja Iurdochs "Only An Lgho" by Alan
Barclay (This issue's “Profile"), "Come
Avay Home" by Franeis Rayer, "The Per-

Zfect Secretary" by Jolm F, Burks; 'lfu-
Seun Plece" by John Christopher, and
"411 Glory Forgotten" by Xemneth Bulmer
Plus an article by Jolm Hewman. entitled

"Rodiac",- Ill3s by 'Wulnn, Hutchings,
Clothéer a n-'d rluntev 5lus the usual
features., . . s

SUP20RT THE TIVIISE .

" Sk

gk of - F “gﬁ sometime
'NGW YOI‘k' N Yl'

‘nt “LJ-‘LJQG
“SAM MINES JOINS WRITERS
- SCHOOL FACULTY

much as the 35¢"price sup-
! New York, N.Yl'

14 February, (CiS) =
Sam ilines amnounced today that he had
joinéed t h e faculty of The llew York
School of Writing, & correspondeice

.cource in fiction operating at 2 Iast

45th Street, New York, This is a oour~
se which ‘uses Jack Woodford's amsing
book "Trial 4nd Error" a s text, - but
which follows n o textbook or lecture,
room procéedure, working on actual st~
ories with its students., Sam .lines has

“had vide experience in westerns and dow=
* tectives, but
«..in specializing in science~fiction with

of ocourse is interested

those students who went to write this
type of story, A full page ad in Feb~.
ruary 1954 Writer's Digest carricd the
fdrst announcement and these ads - will
continue, A leaflet explaining t+ 2 0
course methods is available free. uvon.
requeste Fans with enough cash fo Iins
ace such a course o f instruction ;g
now have an opportunity of woridng on
actuel sgory assignments ' with one of

the top editors in the fiel_d..
*JONES GIRLS® -
LEAVE EDI TORIALSHIPS

12 February, (iS) =~
Science-fiction's two Jones girls, Boa~
trice Jones, editor of Fantasiic Uni-.
yersey and Pat Jones, Assistand Ed.utor

of Startling, - fhrilling ionder anc Fan~

. tastic Storv, have left their posivions

for other jobs in the pub11sn1ng £icld,e
Beatrice Jones has opened up an Author
Representative Agency at %4 7, 57th St~
reet, New York 19, N.Y. a n d will be
selling stories instead of buying themg
while Pat Jones has become Lditorial
Assistance  to True Experiance anc Tiue

({ ]
. Pat Jones stated that she will miss
helping Sam ilines put out the scicneo-
fiction magazines and hopes to some 43y
obtain another position with sef nago~
zines, She will be one of the editors
attending the forthcoming FANTASY VET~
ERANS ASSOCIATIQN'S CONVENTION on -\.mil

25, 1954,

q«
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by Doncld Ee Ford

Picture Scope, :izrch 1954%

"A Journey To The lioon'y of casu&l
interest to the average fan, who's been
sated with this type of article, Of in-
terest to completists only,

Bluebook, February 1954:

“"Flying Saucers Are The Bunki" by
donald H. llenzel, The Air Torce cannet
expliain 20» of the reportod sightings
0f Flying Saucers, Donald ilenzel claims
In this article, that thege 20k are:
"mirages, reflections in mist, refrac-
tiens & reflections of icc crystals',
/ith so many people mal:ing so many pog=-
itive statements which are contrary to
thc other, someone is going to have ta
oot a lot of''erow" at soixe future date.

Tons, :iarch 1954:

4 2 page spread on Jilliam Gaeines ,
\"ho publishes }MAD, and 7IRD SCILNCE-

JTASY, among othors, Ia 1947, he in~-

1‘cr1ted a Million Dolls; & unsuccesg=-
ful string of comic ..w.{_:s at the age of
256

Time, February 8, 1054:

liention 1is made of an "atomic batt-
ery" from RCA, This conveits radiation
into elecrticity. "Camcl iicws Caraven"
had it on TV, However, Jdespite RCA's
claims, it has been mi0wn & used else-
/ere for several years,

Pathfinder, February 19543

4 vost-card from “ucior informs me
thet this issue has a spread o n s-f,
toolz & mag covers,fans, clubs, fan mags
8tCs Am wunadle to T£ind this issue on
he stands, logally; %btut fecl many of
Jou will want tais issue despite lack
Qi veview.

1953 IN SCL 105 JISOLG
(continued from page 2, columm 2)

"Iorgotten Enemy", Cox's '"Supvivor",=
aad Jaxes! "Forever Is 5o Loug',
NIVLRSE (3 issues), .‘veirane to bete
o

ter than average, belwwr Lacg SF. and

~SCIENT/-BOOKS
|

by Stephen J. Tolzed

New Science/Fantasy Books Receiveodt

"Science Fiction Carnival", edited
by Predric Browm & llark Romg.oiis
Shasta Publishers, Chicago, I1l, 33450,
"Space Tug" by lurray Lems’cm,
original, Shasta Publishers, 2e50s"
"Pomorrow's Universe", edited by Ee
Je Campbell, Hamilton & Coey Lonaon','
England, 8/6,
"Conjure Wife" by Fritz Lieber, Lion
Pocket Books, N.Y., 25¢,
"The lark Of The Moon" by Irancis
ferard, Popular Library, I.is, P20
er-bound, 25¢.
"Born Leader" by J. Te ii Into_)u, or
l{:lnal Dcubledaur & CO., N 1.,,,>s4.95.
"Ph e Spregue de Camp Anthology™,
Hamilton % Co.,London, Lngland, r/u.
"omorrowl® by Philip Wylio, Tince
hort & Coey, NuY¥s, $3450,
44 Ilirror For Observers" by’ Iigear
Pangborn, Doubleday, N.Y,, 42954
"lan Of lMany ilinds" by Es Dverett
Lvans, Fantasy Press, Reading, .
#3400,
M7 1 1 d Talent" by Wilson Tucker,
Rinehart & Co., HeYs; 2:50,
"Gity" by Clifford D, Si’fxa.lc','mper-
bound, Perma-Books, N.Y¥., Z5¢,
"Riders To The Starg" by Curt JlOd"""

mark, Ballentine Books, N.Y,, JI5; A
paper~bound, ‘ 3
UStar Science Fiction Stories", ed~

itcd by Fred Pohl, Balleatine DBoo's,
N.Y,, paper-bound. 35¢,cloth boml, /le
"The Snake lady & Other Storics™ by

Veinon Lee. The Grove Fress', .HaTe
$3.50, A
Science Ficticn Adwntves, Do Com's
"The Hungry Hercynian uorth,r o £ old
Unknovne Towsgls Janvsaek cigta xim
story of penags tomorruw morninge  Jot
us hope it's more like Power's T h e

Calibrated People,
(concluded in the next issuc)

For the best convenuinu o tae rear, e
invite you to TIL. 4th MNITTAL PLITEIT COT~
VENDI @, Sunday, Feb, 26th, 1954, at
TLDLRPANE 'S HALL, 3rd Ave at 15th St UY
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shoudd be made out to James Ve Tourasi only, BRIZISH RuTLS: 9d. per copy, los0d¢
nor year, from  IILCROS, BOOK STLVICE, 68 Victoria Ste, LIVERPOOL 1, ENGLAITD
ST DALILN RATES: One Shilling nor copy, 10 Shillings for 12 issues, and 1 lb.i‘or
24 is ues, from ROGR DalD, 202 Jiunes Stee PERTH, TL.STLRN AUSTRALIA.

L0000 3% HOTICE: Due to illness in the Van Houten family, there has been delays,
in is.ouc 4194 being mailéd out, whkle this issue is being mimeographed and mailcd
fron the Flushing Office, “lcase bear up with us during this emergency; we & r o

Going 21l we can to place Funtosy~Dings back on schedules ~James V, Tautasi

"PHS PAANTASY RORDY, complled by James V. Taurasi

{continued froma the last issue)

UHILLD STATES SCLWiCE/Filim. Y J1.G.5IFIS:
ILL T OF jiGeZINE T DATE [ O oiesd el [FRICL SIZE[SCRDULL | TYPL
o _+ ’ T . S - T

Universo 8 F Jlorch | Joms 23, 19564130 135¢ | dif, | Bls{ONPHLY [—————n =
Dcicnee Stories * Aoril [Jone 25, 1954@.;’_59 35% dJFa,i_BI»-AIﬂI”‘YL_.Y —— ——nn
In _mtlon larch |dJon, 23, 1554 l'l & ki
uL_w o & 8 F iarch | lebe & ,"9"0 _4_
-d.».“ln’: Storics ** ey Pobe ZL;LQ,«L 130 5¢. "f"" e v
I7 Toril [Fobe 10, 10541120 1560 1 GigllGATHLY  |—emoon T
(ot science/fantagy, But of intcrect): ;
Tatq Tilbach [icte 4, 10541130 |35¢ | digg [MONTHLY  |emme—e —

19I5 §/F T14G.3I0ESt (Resrinks of US: "US"; British originals MR
doture B F iioe 9 [Jone 28, 19&5_4;_100 11/ {pulplo—c-ooe ] T rs”' X
Dfnasnild =T T To. 1 |Jone, 28. 15841 100 [1/0- mlp}_---~——~-~—-__ fg=HT
Wailers of the ' ‘ ! }
BDUSOVEYS No, 9 |Jan, 28, 19841132 11/6  PiByl—eeoewe- | "B RY

%217 interiors by finlay. **1st iccue with readers' col, *"*1lst British edition,

During Jenuary 1954, 13 3/f ajs cae out. 2 pulps & 11 digests, The pulps cos t
a total of 60¢, plms $3.85 for the digests: a total of %4,45. The pulvs containm
ol a toval of 258 pages; the digest: 1,572 making a total of 1,830 pages.

(70 bc continued-in the nert iz.vue of Fantasy-Timss)
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